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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 03680 271041Z 
ACTION NSF 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO OES-06 /017 W 

271058Z 009843/22 

R 2709 15Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2274 

UNCLAS TEHRAN 3680 

DEPT PLEASE PASS TO ARTHUR PARDNER, NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION, 

NSF INT’L PROGRAMS 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TECH, TGEN, TPHY, USIRJC, IR 
SUB J : ARID LAND SCIENCES JC PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 86633 

1 . ON APRIL 26, EMBASSY SCIENCE ATTACHE DISCUSSED REFTEL AND 
INFORMAL ARID LANDS SCIENCE WORKSHOP PROPOSAL WITH 

DR. BAHMAN PARSA, UNDERSECRETARY, MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND 
HIGHER EDUCATION, MSHE. 

2. DR. PARSA COMMENTED AS FOLLOWS: (A) GOI IS DEFINITELY AND 
SERIOUSLY INTERESTED IN SUBJECT OF ARID LANDS; (B) MINISTRY OF 
SCIENCE AND HIGHER EDUCATION HAS FORMED INTER-MINISTRY COMMITTEE 
ON ARID LANDS. THIS COORDINATING COMMITTEE WILL MEET THIS COMING 
JUNE (EXACT DATE HAS NOT YET BEEN SET - PROBABLY SOMETIME MID- JUNE.) 

(C) CONCERNING JOINT U.S. -IRAN WORKSHOP, MSHE, IS INTERESTED, 

IN PRINCIPLE, IN THIS POSSIBILITY. TO PERMIT TIME, AS PARSA 

SAID "TO PUT IT ALL TOGETHER" HE SUGGESTED LATE AUTUMN OR EARLY 

WINTER AS A FEASIBLE TIME, PARSA SAID HE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 

FURTHER SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FROM NSF, IN WRITING, ON A 

GRANT PROPOSAL. PARSA WOULD THEN BRING THIS DETAILED NSF 

INFORMATION BEFORE THE ATTENTION OF THE COMMITTEE IN THEIR JUNE 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TEHRAN 03680 271041Z 

MEETIN. FYI: IMPLICATION WAS THAT GOI/MSHE WOULD CONSIDER 
PARTICIPATION IN JOINT FUNDING OF WORKSHOP. (D) SCIATT 
LIIMATAINEN LOOKS FORWARD TO MEETING WITH MR. PARDEE NEXT WEEK 
IN WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT AND OTHER U.S. - IRAN 
COOPERATIVE MATTERS. 
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